
‘Enabling everyone to flourish’ Respect, Perseverance, Creativity 

Local Authority review 

Earlier this term, 4 local authority officers (including 2 trained OFSTED inspectors) visited the school to carry 

out an inspection of specific areas of the school. The review focused on three key areas: Governance, reading 

and science. The review was incredibly positive and recognised all that has been achieved since our OFSTED 

inspection in 2019. We are anticipating that our next inspection will be any time in the next 6-8 months. Here 

are some snapshots taken directly from the report: 

Governance  

Developing and sustaining an effective governing board isn’t easy, this board makes the absolute most of the skills, 

expertise, commitment and determination of its membership.  

They know the schools and communities they serve well, and they have developed strong trusting, mutually respectful 

relationships with senior leaders. Governors have taken up the challenge and learned on the job, they have a can-do 

attitude and not only absorb but act on advice and opportunities to improve their practice. They have gathered the views 

of stakeholders and developed a federation vision and strategic plan that recognises the priorities, values and ethos of both 

schools.  

The Board are extremely well supported by a highly experienced, skilled Clerk to Governors. The Clerk knows the schools 

well and has an excellent knowledge of governance regulations and procedures. Governors were able to explain the 

rationale for the curriculum choice, how this has been embedded into the schools and how the vision and values are 

reflected within the curriculum delivery. 

Reading 

The Headteacher and senior leaders place a high value on enabling all children to learn to read fluently and 

develop a love of reading.  This is reflected in school improvement and professional development plans and is 

central to the educational provision at the school. As a result there is a powerful reading culture at the school, 

one which enables and supports children to become fluent readers as well as encourage a passion and love for 

reading.  The school has worked hard to ensure that there is a consistently effective approach to the teaching of 

reading.  This starts with a rigorous and systematic approach to phonics right from entry in school in reception 

and continues through the school’s reading curriculum into Y6.  Opportunities to develop reading comprehension 

and a love of reading are carefully planned into the wider curriculum.   

Science 

In the lessons visited, from EYFS to Y5/6, the teaching was strong.  Lessons clearly build on prior learning and 

explicit links are made to this to check for understanding. Teachers displayed good subject knowledge, are 

confident in the use of subject specific vocabulary and use questioning effectively to check for understanding and 

misconceptions.  Teachers use rich texts to support, deepen and extend learning. 

A discussion was held with a group of pupils, and the impact of science provision was strongly evident in the 

conversations held. They really enjoy science and can recall their prior learning with confidence and accuracy.  

They were able to talk with enthusiasm about what it means to think scientifically and use scientific processes.  

Again, they are wonderful, articulate advocates for their learning. 
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Local Authority review continued 

The school was provided with some next steps to continue to strengthen provision. These were as follows: 

- Continue to develop and refine curriculum documentation for reading; 

- Continue to develop and refine information available on the website which sets out the school’s 

curriculum approach; 

- Build on the excellent work already completed on the Governor monitoring procedure and 

schedule; 

- Ensure policy reviews are strategic in their focus; and 

- Continue to build the succession plan to future proof the Governing Board. 

The school will continue to receive ongoing support and scrutiny until its next inspection at which stage 

we are confident that it will be graded as ‘good’.  

Remaining events for this term 

Children’s mental health week – w/c 07.02.22 

Through the week, we will be providing all children with opportunities to improve their own mental health and 

to develop the skills needed to look after themselves. During the week, we have organised the following: 

- Children will be invited to engage in daily mindfulness activities; examples will be sent home to 

enable you to participate too  

- The PTA has provided funds for an afternoon of arts, crafts and relaxation. This money will be 

spent on activities and resources; hot chocolate and biscuits have also been provided by Friends  

- Mrs Wilson (our mental health lead) will deliver a whole school assembly   

- Any other opportunities to support and improve mental health as they arise 
 

Safer Internet day – 08.02.22 

Teachers will deliver an age appropriate assembly to their classes to help them reflect upon and develop skills to 

use the Internet safely. This will focus specifically on gaming. The UK Safer Internet Centre website includes a 

range of useful guides and resources to support parents and carers: https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-

resource/parents-and-carers  

Dress to Express – 11.02.22 

All children are invited to ‘dress to express’ for the day. Donations can be brought in to be made to charities 

that support mental health.  

Chance to Shine cricket sessions – 14.02.22 

Children in Robins, Swallows and Hawks will take part in a cricket session with visiting coaches. They will need 

to wear their PE kit to school that day.  

Outdoor learning day – 18.02.22 

We aim to spend as much of the day outside if the weather allows. Please ensure your child has appropriate 

footwear and a coat in school.  

Final day of term – 18.02.22 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
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World Book Day – 03.03.22 

World Book Day takes place on the first week back next term. The teachers will provide a range of activities for 

the children to get involved in so that we can promote and develop a love of reading. As you may be aware, we 

only ask the children to dress up every other year and this year we will not be asking them to dress up. We will 

return to dressing up in 2023.  

 

Monkhouse school uniform supplier – message from Mrs Parry 

I have recently met with Joe Quinn who is the area sales manager for Monkhouse. I raised some issues which 

parents have notified me of from parents at our school. 

There have been supply chain issues from abroad which have impacted supply. I expressed my concern over 

availability and delivery. The distribution network has been restructured so that uniform is now posted from a 

central distribution centre rather than sent locally and this will improve delivery timescales. If there are any 

specific issues please do let the school know and we can pass the concerns on, or if you have any feedback please 

let us know.  Helen Parry. 

Is it worth noting that if you have uniform delivered direct to the school in term time the delivery is free.  

Thank you. 

 

 LGBT history month 

February is LGBT history month; the month is designed to ‘educate out prejudice and make LGBT people visible 

in all their rich diversity’ The LGBT history month website has a range of resources and activities available for 

schools and parents to help them to do this. Please take a look at the parent/carer page for more information: 

https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/resources/for-parents/   

Electric car club 

The parent run electric car club would like to get up and racing again this year, but we can’t do this without 

more adult helpers. 

The club meets after school on Fridays, working with a small group of Hawk class children to build a 

Greenpower Formula Goblin racing car (which is like a giant Meccano set) and then design and create its 

bodywork from recycled materials.  Once built the children learn to drive it, and we can select some race events 

to take it to. 

We would like to meet up before half term and plan the design and build for next half term, and then race it in 

May. Because of time constraints we plan to restrict the scope of the project slightly this year. 

Engineering skills are useful, but not essential.  To find out more please contact Helena Sadler (mum of Lucy 

Sadler Y5) or Caroline Pederick (mum of Will Pederick Y5) 

 

Spare laptop 

We have one spare Government laptop that we haven’t managed to find a home for. If you feel your child would 

benefit from having this laptop at home please let the school office know and we get this sorted as soon as 

possible.  

https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/resources/for-parents/
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Christingle service 

The whole school was recently able to visit the church in Hawkesbury for our annual Christingle 

service, albeit slightly later than planned. The children made their own Christingles and learnt about 

what each part means. Here is a bit more information from the Children’s Society website: 

Christingles are made using oranges and a few other bits, as you choose. You light the candle at the end of 

a service to spread a magical glow around everyone. 

Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story: 

The orange represents the world 

The red ribbon symbolises the love and blood of Christ  

The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations 

The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world bring hope to people 

Parent information sessions 

We have arranged two parent information sessions for Term 4.  

The first is in response to feedback received at our first parent council meeting last week. This session will 

take place on Friday 4th March, 2pm and will focus on our current approach to managing behaviour 

effectively. We hope that this will take place in the school hall.  

The second will be led by the Governors and this will take place on Monday 14th March, 2.30 and 

7pm. This will give parents a chance to discuss the progress the school is making and share any specific 

feedback or questions. Childcare will be provided for the 2.30 session which we hope will take place on 

the school site.  

PTA Update 

Desperate call for two volunteers! 

We are still really short of help for Curry and Quiz next Saturday 12 Feb. If you can spare 3 hours 

6.30-9.30pm next Saturday night please do take pity on Jane (07915 390757) and put yourself 

forward! It'll be warming up big pots of curry on the hob, collecting plates, loading the dishwasher...that 

sort of thing.  

This event can raise £800-£1,000 for the school, but we literally cannot run it without volunteers.  

Mental health week 

Parents have told us that you want the PTA to fund things that help to support the children's mental 

and emotional health, so we're delighted to have been able to fund part of the activities for the school's 

mental health week next week, including £200 of art supplies for a creative activity. We have also 

funded a new noticeboard to be put up by the entrance to the playground, for resources and 

information about this topic, which will be updated by Mrs Wilson.  
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Celebrating achievements 

Since the last newsletter, the following children have received recognition for their learning and have received a 

‘Flourishing at Hawkesbury’ certificate as a result: 

Wrens 

Thea – persevering with and practising tricky words 

Wilbur – being creative and imaginative  

Robins 

Erin – challenging herself as a mathematician in Number Talk 

Emily – developing independence as an author  

Swallows 

Adelaide – improving writing by editing  

Rebecca – being a good advocate for our school  

Hawks 

Mason – creating a superb rose painting 

Vinnie – writing keeps getting better and better  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 and 4 dates for the diary 

Event Date and time Information 

Children’s mental health week 

begins  

07.02.22 See information above 

Safer Internet day  08.02.22 See information above 

Dress to Express day 11.02.22 Children invited to wear what they like 

to express themselves 

Cricket workshops for all class  14.02.22 See information above 

Outdoor learning day 18.02.22 See information above 

Final day of Term 3 18.02.22  

INSET day  28.02.22  

First day of Term 4 01.03.22  

World Book Day 03.03.22 See information above 

Parent Information session – 

managing behaviour 

04.03.22 2pm – see information above.  

Parent / teacher meetings 07.03.22 

09.03.22 

Appointment times will be shared 

before the end of this term 

PTA non-uniform day 11.03.22  

Governor-parent information 

session 

14.03.22 2.30pm and 7pm – see information 

above.  

Silly Science day (PTA funded ) 25.03.22  

Easter service  08.04.22 

9.30am 

We hope to invite families to join us  

Last day of Term 4 08.04.22  

First day of Term 5 25.04.22  

Dates can also be found on our school website: https://hawkesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/news/  

 

https://hawkesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/news/

