
“This is the best Friday… ever!” 

- HAWKESBURY ART DAY NEWSLETTER, JANUARY 2022 -  

CHICKEN WIRED 

Last Friday, we were visited by William Ashley-Norman, a visiting artist who specialises in sculpture. He 

gave two workshops in the morning, giving Swallow and Hawk children a fascinating talk, showing how 

to make a 3D sculpture using chicken wire. Children in both classes then went on to create their own 

bird model. To do so, they used mini wire cutters to create the correct shapes as well as curved pliers 

to join their materials together to form the correct frame. Hawk children went on to create more     

ambitious sculptures including chameleons, spitfires and dinosaurs.  

In the afternoon, children in Wren and Robin classes joined forces to decorate a range of bird sculptures 

with tissue paper to create a vibrant display. Their work is now suspended from the ceiling in the infant 

corridor. 

The children had a wonderful time persevering with tools and showing creativity whilst exploring       

colours. “This is the best Friday ever!” beamed a Year 6 pupil. We quite agree! 



THANK YOU! 

We are so grateful to the PTA, without whom our chicken wire workshops would not have been 

possible. We also thank Mr Ringland, who generously gave his time to inspire and support our junior  

pupils.  

ABSTRACT ART 

Pupils in Swallows and Hawks 

were treated to a workshop 

from Mr Ringland, who gave 

them the opportunity to     

express their ideas through the 

creation of lines and shapes. 

Using Joan Miro’s ‘Women      

Encircled by the Flight of a Bird’ 

and Wassily Kandinsky’s 

‘Transverse Lines 1923’ as         

inspiration, the pupils made 

their own abstract art. 

TREES AND STICK MEN 

Over the course of the year, children in 

Robin class have been creating mixed    

media artwork to record the changing   

appearance of a tree as a result of the    

different seasons. Inspired by Van Gogh’s 

‘Starry Night,’ they applied watercolours and 

crayons to add winter to their artwork. 

In Wrens, inspired by Alex Scheffler’s    

artwork in Julia Donaldson’s excellent ‘Stick 

Man,’ children created their very own 

wooden characters, decorating them with a 

range of fabrics and materials. 

 


