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Welcome back 

Welcome back to Term 3. I’d like to wish every member of our school community a very Happy New Year. We 

were pleased to be able to continue with some of our usual Christmas events and celebrations before the break 

even if adaptations had to be made. We thank you all for supporting the school with these and hope you enjoyed 

the build up to Christmas, which is always a very special time of year for us in school.  

The new term has started well and the children have settled back into their classes. So far, Covid rates across 

the school are low and we hope this will continue. As many of you will know, we had no choice but to move the 

Key Stage 2 production to later in the year (date to be announced) due to the unpredictability of children being 

out of school and the necessity to reduce mixing between classes.  

Schools in South Gloucestershire have received a new set of advice to limit the impact of Covid on children’s 

education. As a result, we have made the following changes: 

- All staff and visitors are required to wear a face covering in communal areas throughout the school 

- Visits to the school are limited; we thank parents for their support by staying outside of the building  

- Large gatherings have been cancelled; this includes whole school assemblies and collective worship which 

are now partly online 

- Mixing of classes is limited and we have returned to a bubble system with 3 separate groups which do 

not mix inside (Bubble 1: Wrens and Robins; Bubble 2: Swallows; Bubble 3: Hawks)  

- Meetings in school are held online and social distancing is in place for adults in school 

We are hopeful that the above measures will keep everyone as safe as possible but also enable every child to 

continue to receive as much face to face education as possible without too much disruption.  

The school does have a contingency plan in place in the event that any class is unable to open. This may be due 

to infection rates or a shortage of staff. It is possible that a class may need to close unavoidably at very short 

notice. We apologise in advance if this is the case.  

To continue to support the school, we ask that you: 

- Arrange a PCR test if your child has any of the 3 main symptoms (persistent cough, temperature, loss or 

change to taste or smell) and keep them out of school until a negative result is received  

- Follow any guidance from track and trace if your child is a close contact (this now involves children aged 

5 upwards taking lateral flow tests for 7 days instead of self-isolating)  

- Carry out lateral flow tests as a family twice each week  

- Remain outside of the school building  

 

Thank you all for your ongoing support.  

Mike Riches 

 

Hawkesbury CE VC Primary School   

Hawkesbury Upton, Badminton, South Glos  GL9 1AU  
Telephone:  01454 238629  

  

Executive Headteacher: Mr M Riches  

  
E-mail: enquiries@hawkesbury.org.uk  
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Parent feedback group 

Our parent feedback group will begin this term. Two volunteers have come forward so far but we are looking 

for several more to join so that each year group is represented. The purpose of the group is to invite 

constructive feedback from parents several times each year in order to continually look for ways the school can 

improve what it does.  

Our current representatives: 

Charlotte Hodder – Reception & Year 3 

Helen Cox – Year 6  

If you are interested in joining please do email the school office.  

 

INSET days 

Our remaining INSET day for the current academic year are: 

- Monday 28th February  

- Friday 1st July  

 

The 2022-2023 academic year will begin on Thursday 1st September. We do not currently plan to hold any 

INSET days on the first two days of term.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision and values 

This term we will be exploring perseverance as our whole school value.  

As well as this, we regularly talk to the children about our school motto: Enabling Everyone to Flourish. This 

comes from our vision: Every member of the school community flourishes in their learning and living, enabling 

others to do the same so that they are prepared for life both now and in the future. This is based on a passage 

from the Bible: “They are like trees growing beside a stream, trees that produce fruit in season and always have 

leaves. Those people succeed in everything they do.” Psalm 1v3 

Our Governors have recently been developing an overarching Federation vision which is designed to be relevant 

to the communities at both of our schools – Hawkesbury and Iron Acton. Our Federation is called the Pinnacle 

Schools Federation and so, the Governors would like to propose that the overarching vision be: 

‘Striving for the Pinnacle in our schools and in our communities.’ 

This does not replace each school’s individual visions and identities. We would welcome any thoughts or 

feedback on this so please do email the school office or speak to a member of staff if you have any feedback.  

 

Art day 

Today the children are involved in a whole school art day. They are taking part in a range of creative activities to 

enhance their skills as artists. We are grateful to the PTA their financial support towards our art day. Please do 

ask them later on today what they have been doing. We hope to share some photos in our next newsletter.  
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Term 3 dates for the diary 

Event Date and time Information 

Bath Spa students in school 10.01.22 – 14.01.22 One secondary student will spend the 

week at school as part of their studies 

Fraser is Headteacher for the day 14.01.22 One of our Year 6 children will be 

taking on some Headteacher duties 

after winning one of the PTA 

Christmas Fair prizes  

Christingle service  21.01.22 We hope this will continue in some 

form. We will not be able to invite any 

families to join us. More information to 

follow.  

Local Authority review 26.01.22 The Local Authority will spend the day 

scrutinising the school’s curriculum and 

Governance as part of our 

improvement since OFSTED.  

LGBT history month begins  01.02.22  

Children’s mental health week 

begins  

07.02.22  

Safer Internet day  08.02.22  

Cricket workshops for all class  14.02.22  

Outdoor learning day 18.02.22  

Final day of Term 3 18.02.22  

INSET day  28.02.22  

First day of Term 4 01.03.22  

Dates can also be found on our school website: https://hawkesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/news/  
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