
Swallow Class Newsletter 

Term 2 
 
Dear parents,  
I wish to start this newsletter by expressing my thanks to you for your 
continued support so far this year. The children have made a fantastic 
start to the year and I hope you all enjoyed sharing our enquiry at the 
end of last term.  
 
This letter aims to give you an update on the COVID situation, share 
information about our upcoming enquires and new computing approach, 
clarify messages about spellings, homework and reading as well as 
inform you of our PE days this term.  
 
COVID 19 situation 
As levels of COVID rise it is important to stress how we at school are 
doing everything we can to limit disruption to education. We are therefore 
being extra vigilant with hygiene and ventilation. This means windows 
open at all time and hand washing after every transition.  
 
If your child is away from school awaiting a test result they will be able 
to access an isolation jigsaw with work set. This should last them a few 
days with 8 pieces of work mirroring tasks similar to those completed at 
school.  
 

Should your child need to isolate and feels well enough to attend school 
then provisions will be made for them to access lessons through Google 
Classroom. This has been set up with a new Swallow Class for 2021-22 
and can be accessed through their previous login details. If you need a 
reminder of these details please email the school office.  
 
Enquiries 
Before Christmas, Swallow class will complete 2 enquires both the main 
state of being as a scientist. The first is “Where does the darkness come 
from?” This enquiry will be concluded with a shadow puppet performance 
of the story of Rama and Sita from the Hindu festival Diwali. The second 
is titled “How can we feel force?” This enquiry will conclude with the 
challenge to create a magnetic game.  
 
During these enquires there will be a focus on learning scientifically and 
investigating. We will consider how to conduct a fair test and learn about 
magnetism, forces, time zones and light and dark.  
 
 



 
Author  
Our author work this term will be inspired by the books “The Dark” by 
Lemony Snicket and “The Iron Man” by Ted Hughes. We will learn how to 
use ambitious vocabulary, punctuate speech and use adverbs and fronted 
adverbials. The children will also write an explanation to support their 
enquiry work on light at the Arctic and Antarctica.  
 
Mathematician 
A letter will accompany this newsletter giving information on the Year 4 
multiplication tables check, the expectations and resources you can use to 
support the learning of times tables.  
 
PE 

PE this term will be Gymnastics on a Monday and then Ball Skills on a 
Thursday with Future Stars. Please ensure your child comes to school in 
appropriate PE kit on these days.  
 
Reading 
I am asking children to read 5 times a week for at least 10 minutes. This 

is to be recorded in reading records and signed by parents. On Fridays 

we will review how many times the children have read during a week and 

add this to our class charts. Children have been reminded to put reading 

books along with reading records at the back of the class so they can be 

safely changed. 

Homework 

This term’s homework jigsaw will be sent home on Thursday 4th November. 

Children are asked to complete one piece of homework each week to be 

handed in on Tuesday. This will then be marked and handed back to 

children on a Thursday. 

Spelling 
All children will go home from school on Thursday 4th November with 
their spelling list. On it will be detailed 5 spellings they will learn and the 
week these will be taught in school. Every Friday the children will sit an 
informal test to check how they have learnt their new spellings and retain 
their understanding of the previous spelling rules.  
 
Please get in contact if you have any questions or wish to discuss 
anything further. 
Best Wishes,  
Mr Alec Bryant 


