
‘Enabling everyone to flourish’ Respect, Perseverance, Creativity 

 Governor news 

At the end of last year, our Chair of Governors – Ellie Blanch, stood down. Ellie was a Governor at Iron Acton 

for 6 years then became the Chair of our federated Governing Body in September last year. Iona Cooper has 

been appointed to this role for the next academic year. Iona is a parent of 3 children at Hawkesbury and has 

been a Governor for 4 years; she worked closely alongside Ellie last year so is fully prepared for the role.  

Two other Governors stood down from their role at the end of last year. We thank Jill Bendeaux and Ken Hull 

for their work as Governors. Over coming weeks we will be appointing new people to these important 

leadership roles. If you would like to be considered to join the Governing Body, please contact the school office. 

For more information about Governance and to find out what the role entails, please see our school website: 

https://hawkesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/about/governance/  
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Welcome back 

It has been fantastic to welcome everyone back to school over the last week. This year we have been joined by 

13 new Reception children as well as 1 new child to Swallow Class: welcome to Eva. We are delighted you have 

all chosen to come to Hawkesbury where you will be very welcome. It has been great to see the way all children 

have settled into a new year group and for many a new class. Please do come and speak to a member of staff if 

you have any comments or questions – there is always somebody around to help if needed.  

Over the next few days you should receive a termly overview from your child’s class teacher which outlines the 

learning for the term ahead. Class newsletters were sent out during the summer term to help you prepare for a 

new school year. Parents of children starting Wren Class (Reception) will receive a welcome letter from Mrs 

Halstead and Mrs Wilson.  

At the beginning of this new school year, we would like to remind you of our vision and values.  

Our vision:  

Enabling everyone to flourish 

Every member of the school community flourishes in their learning and living, enabling others to do the same so 

that they are prepared for life both now and in the future.   

Our values:  

Respect, perseverance, creativity 

Over the coming term we are hoping to begin a major building project to replace the roof at the front and side 

of the school. This work has been commissioned by the Local Authority and will take several months to 

complete. Firm dates have not yet been decided but we hope the work will commence this side of half term with 

the installation of scaffolding around the building.  

Thank you to all for your ongoing support. We look forward to working alongside you throughout this academic 

year.  

Mike Riches  
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INSET days 

Our first two INSET days of the year will take place on Monday 20th September and Friday 22nd October. 

School will be closed to children on both of these days whilst the staff take part in training.   

Breakfast Club and After School Club 

Breakfast Club and After School Club are now up and running. Breakfast Club takes place each day and is run by 

Mr Brown (Mondays) and Mrs Journeaux (Tuesday – Friday) from 7.30am; each session costs £3.50 per child. 

Please contact the school office to book a place. 

After School Club places can be booked by contacting the club leader Louisa Tooker on 

louisa.tooker@hawkesbury.org.uk  

 

 

Pupil premium funding – are you eligible? 

Each child who is in receipt of benefits-related free school meals attracts additional funding to the school. We 

receive £1,345 for every child who is eligible and this is used in multiple ways to support your child, for example 

through additional class support, subsidised school trips, music lessons and other support to improve educational 

outcomes.  

If you think you are eligible, applications must be submitted by the end of September for the school to qualify and 

receive this funding. If you have any questions please contact the school office or see: https://find-information-

for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=yp4evwg7Duw#free   

 

Curious Computing 

This year sees the introduction of our new approach to Computing. Following the success of our Federation-

wide implementation of Curious City, we have aligned Computing to create a coherent approach to our learning. 

We are very excited to become engineers and explore the fascinating world of Curious Computing. The 

approach spans from EYFS to Year 6.  

Online Safety is at the forefront of our new approach and will be taught in all classes in Term 1. Please visit 

www.commonsensemedia.org which has a ‘Parents Ultimate Guide ..’ with plenty of information about a variety 

of games and different topics, sorted by age range. This is an American website however it is still a fountain of 

knowledge. 

If you have any particular questions or concerns about your child’s online presence and use of technology then 

please contact the school. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Covid updates and reminders  

1. If your child displays the 3 main symptoms of Covid (a new, continuous cough, a high temperature, loss 

or change to taste or smell), a PCR test must be booked straightaway. They must isolate until the result 

is received. NHS Track and Trace will advise of any next steps. If they test negative they can return to 

school as soon as they are well enough to do so.  
2. Schools are no longer part of the Track and Trace process. This will be dealt with solely by the NHS. If 

your child is a close contact of a positive case in school, you may be contacted by Track and Trace and 

advised to get your child tested using a PCR test.  
3. Lateral flow tests (carried out at home) are designed to pick up asymptomatic cases so should not be 

used when symptoms are present.  
4. It may be that you hear of other children testing positive at school. We will not necessarily inform 

families every time a child tests positive unless there is something you need to do or unless our 

measures in school change. We understand that this may cause some level of concern for some but 

please rest assured that we work closely alongside the Local Authority public health team in these 

instances to track and monitor patterns and to enhance measures to reduce the spread.  
If you have any questions about any of the above information please speak to a member of staff.  

mailto:louisa.tooker@hawkesbury.org.uk
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=yp4evwg7Duw#free
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Celebration services 

In the past, we have invited families to join us each Friday afternoon for a celebration service. This has been on 

hold for the past 18 months and we are now considering how and when to begin again. For the duration of Term 

1, we will continue to hold celebration services with only the children present. We hope to welcome families 

once again later in the year and will let you know when we are ready for this.  

In the meantime, if your child was awarded with a rosette at this year’s Hawkesbury Show, they are invited to 

bring this in to show during celebration service on Friday 17th September.  

 

Community Library 

The village community library begins once again on Friday 10th September and will take place every other 

Friday during term time in the Village Hall. It begins straight after the end of the school day. All families are 

welcome to attend.  

PTA Update 

We held our AGM in the pub on Tuesday, from which the minutes will be available soon. Headlines are that we 

raised over £7,600 in the last school year, from which we funded over £6,400 in equipment 

and resources. This is absolutely amazing given the restrictions we faced and the fact that several of our usual 

events could not take place. Thanks to everyone who supported PTA initiatives so that we could make such a 

significant contribution to our children's school experience. 

A calendar of PTA events is starting to come together, kicking off of course with the HU5K on 25th September. 

At the end of the year we hope the Christmas Fayre will be back, as well as Curry & Quiz in February. In 

addition we're looking forward to providing more of the social opportunities for children and parents that were 

lacking last year, starting with a school disco before the end of the year. 

Uniform 

We've had lots of recent donations of quality outgrown uniform to the secondhand uniform shop. The uniform 

shop operates during term time all year round, simply contact Catherine Harvey (Martha yr2, Jacob yr4) if you 

need anything. She'll go rummaging and arrange a time and place to handover the items. Payment can be in cash 

to Catherine, or online. Contact Catherine on 07968 348745 or theharveyhouse@hotmail.co.uk 

We also intend to run a sale of winter uniform outside the school later in the autumn term.  

To donate uniform, simply take it to the school office.  

 

French Club 

Bonjour tout le monde ! I’m looking forward to seeing French club children. Year 1 and 2 children will have their 

club on Wednesdays afterschool and for any year 3 and 4 children, we will have a club on Tuesdays at 4.15pm at 

Fosse Farm, near Sherston. Please message me at admin@clubs4kids.com for details or to book a place.  

Anna-Kate Fuller 
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Term 1 dates for the diary 

Event Date and time Information 

Hawk Class visit to church – 

inauguration of the new bells 

10.09.21 

1.30pm  

 

Hawkesbury community library 

starts 

10.09.21 

2.30pm  

This will take place every other Friday 

straight after school in the village hall.  

Reception children stay for lunch 13.09.21 

8.30am – 1.00pm  

 

Reception children in full time  21.09.21 

8.30am – 2.30pm  

 

INSET day 20.09.21 School will be closed for staff training.  

Black History Month begins  01.10.21  

Harvest service  01.10.21 

9.30am 

This will take place at church. We 

hope to invite all families to attend.  

Robin Hood theatre visit  12.10.21 This will take place in the school hall 

for all children.  

Parent / teacher meetings  19.10.21 

20.10.21 

Appointment times will be shared 

nearer the time. Please do speak to 

your child’s class teacher before this 

date if you have any questions or if 

you’d like to know more about how 

your child is doing at school.  

Flu immunisations for all children  19.10.21 Consent forms and further information 

will be shared nearer the time.  

Outdoor learning day  21.10.21 We aim to spend the whole day 

learning whilst outside.  

Final day of Term 1  21.10.21 

2.30pm  

 

INSET day  22.10.21 School will be closed for staff training.  

First day of Term 2 01.11.21 

8.30am 

 

Dates can also be found on our school website: https://hawkesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/news/  

 

Hawkesbury Upton 5K Run 

There are only two weeks until the great HU5K run 2021! There are still places available so please get your 

entries in by registering at https://www.hu5k.org (online registration will close on Monday 20th September). This 

is a great opportunity to help raise funds for the school, take part in a fun community event and be active. If you 

prefer not to run/walk the course then we would welcome your help on the day. We are still in need of help to 

marshal the route and to help with serving teas, coffees and cakes in the Village Hall. If you think you can spare 

some time, please contact John and Amanda Conway at racedirector@hu5K.com. All help welcome! 

Cake Stall at the Hawkesbury Upton 5K 

The cake stall at the HU5K is always popular and a great fund raiser largely due to the lovely cakes that you all 

provide. We will be running the cake stall again this year on Saturday 25th September. We would really welcome 

any cakes you can provide home-made or shop bought. Please could any cakes be brought to school drop off on 

Friday 24th September or to the Village Hall on the morning of Saturday 25th ideally before 10am. Brownies, 

Victoria sponge, lemon drizzle, cookies …. any and every cake gratefully received! If you are able to text Clare 

Mackenzie to let her know that you will be baking, that would be a big help! But surprises on the day are also 

very welcome! Clare can be contacted on 07980820030. Thank you! 
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