
 

 
HA WK CLASS 

TERM 5 NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear parents, 
 
We hope that you and your family have had a good Easter. We hope that the 
forthcoming Summer Term will be one to remember. 
 
MUSIC 
We are delighted to announce that we will be having a 10 week violin course, 
starting on the second Tuesday of term. This will give the children the 
opportunity to learn how to play another musical instrument. 
 
ENQUIRY 
Our next enquiry asks how can you show what you believe in? We will be 

historians, studying other civilizations. We will also be artists, creating clay tiles, 

whilst exploring Islamic art. The enquiry links wonderfully with our RE study for the 

term: is it better to express your religion in arts and architecture or in charity and 

generosity?   

 
WRITING 
Following our injection of grammar in Term 4, we are now looking to develop 
more extended pieces of writing that will utilize the skills that we have 
explored since returning from lockdown. Inspiring our writing over the coming 
weeks will be The Phone Booth in Mr Hirota’s Garden, a short story about the 
2011 tsunami. In addition to this, I will also read Skellig by David Almond. This 
is a memorable award-winning book by a popular children’s author. 
 
MATHS 
We recently held a SATs practice paper week, which gave me a clear 
indication of what the class can do and what they need extra support with 
over the next two terms. I have mapped out the rest of the year, considering 
objectives that are yet to be covered as well as those that need revisiting in 
light of the SATs paper. I am also introducing a ‘Can you still...’ slot each 
week that will refresh our memories about aspects of the curriculum that were 
taught during the lockdown period. 
 
READING 
Reading remains a regular part of the school day. In addition to reading 
Skellig together, we will continue to have reading sessions that will help build 



children’s knowledge of vocabulary, develop their reading voice and 
strengthen their comprehension skills.  
 
Reading at home remains an essential aspect of homework. Children are 
required to be able to read at some speed by the time that they reach Years 5 
and 6 and this is far more likely to be achievable if they are reading regularly 
at home. Please continue to read to your children as well: sharing a higher 
level story with them will boost their vocabulary, widen their horizons and 
further develop a love of reading. 
 
INTERNATIONAL LINK 
We hope to continue sending letters to our friends in Tai Po. The most recent 
message from their class teacher said the following: 
 
These letters are amazing! Please say a huge thank you to your wonderful class 
(especially those who were kind enough to write two letters so that all the students 
here could have a reply!) 
 
Your class topic is very interesting and I will get the children to reply with some 
suggestions and things they are doing to help save the planet, they will also be 
prompted to ask some more questions! 
 
HOMEWORK  
This term we will continue with the homework jigsaw. Homework should 
continue to be brought in on Thursday when I will discuss the work with the 
pupils at the start of the day. 
 
P.E. 
Children should continue to come to school wearing their PE kit on PE days, 
which this term will be on Thursday and Friday. Future Stars are going to 
continue to teach Hawks on Thursdays. They are looking to do some 
volleyball in Term 5. 
 
CLOTHING 
Good old unpredictable Hawkesbury weather makes this term the one most 
commonly associated with lost property. Jumpers put on in haste at 8am can 
often be discarded by 11am as the temperature rises in the classroom and on 
the playing field. Please could you make sure that all jumpers are clearly 
named as it is surprising how many are not! 
 
Children will need to continue to have trainers in order to use the playing field 
at break and lunchtimes.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
Mr Riddington and Mrs Tilsley. 
 
 
 
 



 


