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Welcome back 

We are pleased and relieved to be able to welcome all children back to school on 8th March as announced by the 

Government this week. Detailed information is listed below to remind you about our measures in place to keep 

children, parents and staff safe. We hope this offers you reassurance as you prepare to send your child back to 

school but also reminds you of some of things you and your child will need to do.  

Many of these arrangements are the same as those in place during the autumn term.  

Hands  All children will wash their hands regularly for 20 seconds using soap and warm 

water; hand sanitizer may sometimes be used if necessary  

 Hand washing will take place when children first arrive, after break, before and 

after lunch as a minimum then at additional points during the school day as 

required  

Face  Face coverings should be worn by adults at pick up and drop off unless you are 

exempt 

 Staff members will also be wearing face coverings at these times but will not be 

required to wear them during the school day 

 We will only be allowing visitors to the school if their visit is of an essential nature 

– visitors will need to wear a face covering  

Space  The bubble system will resume with 3 bubbles in place as before 

 Breaktimes and lunchtimes will continue to be staggered so children will only be 

able to interact with children in their own bubble  

 Breakfast club will resume every day and children will be kept in small consistent 

groups where possible, preferably sticking to class bubbles; you will have received 

information from After School Club seeking to confirm their arrangements   

 Collective worship will take place remotely most days; children in Wrens and 

Robins will come to the hall for collective worship on a Tuesday  

 Children in Swallow Class should continue to be picked up and dropped off 

through the green gate next to their classroom. All other children can use the 

normal playground entrance – parents of children in Hawk Class will need to 

continue to wait outside the front of school 

Ventilate  Now that the weather is milder we will be able to ensure there is background 

ventilation in all classrooms 

 This means that windows will be open slightly throughout the day and will be 

opened further when rooms are vacant  

Other  If your child usually takes part in additional interventions with a member of staff 

these will not take place during the first week back in order to reintegrate children 

back in to their class environment; interventions will resume week commencing 

15th March  

 Reading books will be sent home as soon as possible and quarantined on return 

 Please do not come inside the school building unless absolutely essential; the office 

can be contacted by email or phone 
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Suspected 

cases 

 Your child and their siblings will need to remain at home and get a test if 

symptoms develop 

 If symptoms develop whilst in school, your child will be accompanied to a separate 

room in school whilst waiting to be collected 

 If the adult supporting your child needs to be within 2 metres of them, they will 

need to use PPE 

 

Learning 

Every member of our staff team is trained and highly skilled at what they do. They will be working hard to adapt 

teaching and learning to meet the needs of the children on an ongoing basis when they return. We will not be 

putting additional pressure on children to catch up rapidly; instead, we will be taking a measured and carefully 

planned approach which will begin will reintegrating children into school life and building positive relationships as 

well as important learning skills. Advice and guidance from our Local Authority advisors will be put into place.  

 

We will be teaching a broad and balanced curriculum ensuring that important subjects like art, music and PE 

continue to be taught regularly and are not squeezed out in favour of English and maths. Teachers will be 

continuing to utilise lesson time effectively and efficiently so that every opportunity is used. These are all things 

that place on an ongoing basis in school and will continue when the children return.  

 

Parent / teacher meetings 

Appointment times have been shared on your child’s Google Classroom. You will receive a Teams invite the 

working day before your appointment is due to take place. If you cannot access Teams and can only speak on the 

phone please email the school office as soon as possible so that this can be arranged.  

Your appointment will last 10 minutes. Teachers will need to stick strictly to these time slots and will be unable 

to run behind schedule.  

School meals and snacks 

Our current school menu will continue for the rest of this term and school meals must be paid for using SIMS 

Pay as they have been previously.  

Snacks will be available from the school kitchen from 8th March. Slices of toast cost 10p each and fruit costs 25p.  

Any food brought to school must be healthy. Morning snacks can include a piece of fruit or a plain biscuit. 

Children are not able to eat unhealthy foods such as doughnuts, chocolate bars or packets of crisps for their 

snack.  

 
Staffing update 

Mrs Cristina Hierro will stand down from her role as reading assistant soon after the children return to school. 

Miss Kimberley Winchester has also decided to stand down from her role as apprentice teaching assistant. We 

would like to thank both members of staff for the important role they have played in the school and for working 

hard to improve outcomes for the children; we are very sad to see them go and wish them both all the best as 

they move on. We are now looking to fill these roles and will let you know once this is confirmed.  
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PTA fundraising 

It's been a while since a newsletter update, which means that you may not have heard the amazing news that in 

January we hit our fundraising target to buy 15 new laptops! Between September and January you helped 

us raise £5,900, surpassing the £5,400 we needed for our contribution to replace half of the school's outdated 

devices. The total was reached so quickly thanks in large part to the amazing support for the Great Pumpkin Run 

(netting over £1,500), and to a few parents who applied to their employers' charity grant schemes (bringing in 

nearly £2,000). The Disney Draw, Tea Towels, Easyfundraising and Detective Trail all played an important part 

too.  

  

Of course, we can't rest on our laurels. The school is going to need our help to support the children in the 

coming months after so much disruption. Won't it be wonderful when we can fund the first school trip since 

lockdown?! And the first ever for Wrens! 

  

Our Zoom Quiz held in place of the usual Curry & Quiz night was an unexpectedly massive success, netting over 

£700 in donations. Thanks to everyone who got involved, to Quizmaster Extraordinaire Chris Young (Eloise, 

year 2), and to Hawkesbury Stores and France Lane Farm Shop for donating prizes.  

  

We've received our first donation from Amazon Smile; only £30 but every little helps! If you haven't activated 

Smile in your Amazon account yet, please do, and nominate the PTA to receive donations. You can then shop 

via smile.amazon.co.uk or activate Smile on your Amazon app (in Settings), and every purchase will 

automatically generate a donation at no cost to you. 

  

The next meeting - held on Zoom - will be at 8pm Tuesday 16 March. If you'd like to join us please email Jane 

Shepley at jshepley78@gmail.com for the link. 
 

Year 5/6 residential 

We are currently liaising closely with The Wilderness Centre about this year’s residential visit. It is looking 

increasingly likely that it will not go ahead in which case a full refund will be provided. We will bring you further 

information when it is available.  

  

Winter Grant Scheme 

The Winter Grant scheme aims to help meet immediate needs and really support those families who are 

struggling to afford food and utility bills (heating, cooking, lighting) and water for household purposes (including 

drinking, washing, cooking, central heating, sewerage and sanitary purposes), or other related essentials.  

The financial support could include more practical items such purchase of blankets or more expensive items such 

as boiler / oven repairs or perhaps even a replacement oven if the existing one is broken beyond safe use / 

repair.  

Parents and carers can contact Citizens Advice Bureau on 03444 111 444 or the Council on 0800 

953 7778 Quoting Winter Grant funding.  

 

Wotton Lions 

School has recently received a kind donation from Wotton Lions all thanks to the efforts of Mason in Year 5 in 

naming their mascot. They have since contacted the school and offered to buy a set of headphones which could 

support any further remote learning required in the event of any bubble closures. We are very grateful to 

Wotton Lions for their generosity.  

You can see more about their work here: https://wottonlions.org/. We have been asked to encourage members 

of our community to like their Facebook page, a link to which can be found at the top of the website.  

http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
mailto:jshepley78@gmail.com
https://wottonlions.org/
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Dates for your diary 

Event Date and time Information 

Parent/teacher meetings  01.03.21 

02.03.21 

See information above.  

Return to school 08.03.21 

8.30am 

Breakfast club begins today – please 

sign up if you plan to attend.  

Red Nose Day 19.03.21 There will be an opportunity to 

children to wear clothes other than 

school uniform to raise money for this 

important cause. 

Easter service 01.04.21 We hope to hold our Easter service. 

More details to be confirmed nearer 

the time.   

Last day of Term 4 01.04.21 

2.30pm  

 

First day of Term 5  19.04.21 

8.30am 

 

May Bank Holiday 03.05.21 School will be closed to children.  

INSET day  21.05.21 School will be closed to children.  

World Book Day 26.05.21 Children will be invited to dress up this 

year.  

Last day of Term 5 28.05.21 

2.30pm 

 

Please note: these dates may be changed or cancelled if necessary. We will try to provide as much 

notice as possible if this is the case.  


