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Welcome back 

It has been wonderful to see all children and their families back at school this week. We have been impressed by 

the behaviour and attitudes that children have shown since they returned. It can be difficult to re-adjust for some 

but we are confident that over the next few days those who have found it harder to settle will do so. Please 

keep talking to your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns about your child and the way they are settling 

back into school life.  

A few polite reminders: 

 All adults are strongly encouraged to wear a face covering (unless exempt) if entering the school 

grounds.  

 All adults must remain outside of the school buildings unless asked to come inside by a member of staff.  

 

Please ensure your child has a change of footwear in school at all times which they can use at lunchtime when 

accessing the field. They are likely to need to use these for a little while longer.  

I hope that there will be no need to close any bubbles over the coming weeks but I would like to remind you 

that: 

1. Should a child or a family member develop any of the 3 key symptoms, the whole family must self-isolate 

until a negative test is received; a positive test leads to self-isolation for the whole family for 10 days 

since the onset of symptoms / direct contact with the positive case.  

2. Should a child test positive, all children in the same bubble at school and any other direct contacts will 

need to self-isolate at home for 10 days since being in contact with the child. 
 

In either case, the school will put in place measures to ensure the continued education of all impacted.  

I would like to thank you all for your support, patience and understanding over recent weeks. I know that it has 

been challenging for many. Your positive and constructive feedback is valued and makes a difference.  

Mike Riches  

 

 
Government ‘catch up’ funding 

We have not yet been informed how much additional funding to expect from the latest ‘catch up’ funding from 

the Government. As soon as we know more about this we will decide how best to use it. Our key message as a 

school is that any catching up required will be done over a period of time and will start with the staff finding out 

what children know and understand as well as where any gaps exist. We will then decide how best to address 

them. We do now know any details at present about school day extensions or summer schooling.  
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Value of the term 

Running alongside our set of school values which can be found at the top of each page on this newsletter, we 

focus on an additional value. This term our value of focus will be on forgiveness, which is particularly important 

in the run up to Easter. 

Throughout every school day, we find that children go through times when they fall out with others. This is a 

normal part of growing up and it is our responsibility as a school to support in making up and moving on when 

things do go wrong. We appreciate the support of parents in helping children to get through these times as well.  

 
School meals and snacks 

Our current school menu will continue for the rest of this term and school meals need to be paid for in advance 

using SIMS Pay, as they have been previously.  

Snacks are available at break time from the school kitchen. Slices of toast cost 10p each and fruit costs 25p.  

Any food brought to school must be healthy. Morning snacks can include a piece of fruit or a plain biscuit. 

Children are not able to eat unhealthy foods such as doughnuts, chocolate bars or packets of crisps for their 

snack.  

 Remote learning questionnaire 

Thank you to everyone who was able to complete our remote learning questionnaire earlier this term. It was 

very helpful to get an idea of how things were going and any areas that could have improved if an extension to 

remote learning took place. We will also now bear these comments in mind should any bubble closures occur 

over the next few weeks.  

Future INSET days 

School will be closed to all children for the remaining 2 INSET days of this academic year on these dates: 

Friday 21st May 

Monday 21st June  

The first day of school in September will be Thursday 2nd September. We will hold our first 2 INSET days of the 

next academic year on these dates: 

Monday 20th September 

Friday 22nd October  

 

 Red Nose Day 

 

We will be holding a non-uniform day to raise money for Red Nose Day. This will take place on Friday 19th 

March. Donations can either be made using cash on the day – there will be a box in school into which any money 

can be placed. Alternatively, donations can be made directly on the Comic Relief website: 

https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/  

https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/
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Dates for your diary 

Event Date and time Information 

Red Nose Day 19.03.21 There will be an opportunity to 

children to wear clothes other than 

school uniform to raise money for this 

important cause. 

Easter service 01.04.21 We hope to hold our Easter service 

this year This will be for children only 

and is likely to take place either 

remotely or online. More details 

nearer the time.  

Last day of Term 4 01.04.21 

2.30pm  

 

First day of Term 5  19.04.21 

8.30am 

 

May Bank Holiday 03.05.21 School will be closed to children.  

INSET day  21.05.21 School will be closed to children.  

World Book Day 26.05.21 Children will be invited to dress up this 

year.  

Last day of Term 5 28.05.21 

2.30pm 

 

First day of Term 6 07.06.21 

8.30am 

 

INSET day 21.06.21 School will be closed to children.  

Last day of Term 6 21.07.21 

2.30pm 

 

Please note: these dates may be changed or cancelled if necessary. We will try to provide as much 

notice as possible if this is the case.  

PTA update 

We're excited to report that the 16 new laptops - funded largely by the PTA - arrived in time for school 

reopening, so the children can start benefiting from them straight away. Thanks again for your support, enabling 

us to reach our fundraising target so incredibly quickly!   

If you're looking for things to do over the Easter Holidays, watch this space! The Easter Detective Trail will take 

you on a new route around the parish, solving clues using things around Hawkesbury that you've probably never 

noticed before. We had great reviews from families who took part in the Christmas Detective Trail, so we hope 

you'll enjoy exploring the Easter trail just as much. More info to follow.  

Uniform shop: we're looking for a volunteer to run the second hand uniform shop. If you prefer a behind-the-

scenes role that you can fit around your schedule, this is one for you. The role involves keeping the uniform 

organised, taking clothing donations, looking for uniform requests and organising one or two sales a year (with 

help). Contact Jane (jshepley78@gmail.com) if you'd like to find out more.  

The next PTA meeting - held on Zoom - will be at 8pm Tuesday 16 March. Everyone welcome.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88665443272?pwd=TjlqUjFXNmJsMlAyYWZMemhISG9vZz09 

Meeting ID: 886 6544 3272 

Passcode: 895419 
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