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Message of thanks 

As we come to the end of the first term, I would like to say thank you to all families for your understanding and 

support over recent weeks. There have been a lot of Covid related changes to get used to and many of our 

normal systems and routines have changed completely. It really has been a massive challenge for us and we are 

exhausted! Without the understanding and support we have received from you all, things would have been even 

more challenging.  

I would also like to say a huge thank you to the staff team – you have been amazing! Every single member of the 

team has adapted incredibly well and has done everything possible to keep everyone in school safe whilst 

continuing to provide a high standard of education. At times we have needed to change things unavoidably and at 

short notice; I apologise for the times that this may have made things more difficult for families.  

We will continue with the majority of our Covid secure routines for the next term and continue to review them 

on an ongoing basis. Until now, children in Robin Class have been allowed to leave from 2.20pm. From Term 2, 

this will change so that all children will leave at 2.30pm. We will continue to look at whether we can invite 

volunteers into school to listen to readers. Until that decision is made, the teachers and teaching assistants will 

continue to teach children to read through guided reading sessions which take place throughout the week. Those 

who need additional support with their reading will continue to work with Mrs Gabb and Mrs Hierro during the 

afternoons.  

This end of term newsletter will also provide a round-up of some of the other changes we have made at school 

this term and the improvements we continue to see as a school.  

Teachers continue to be outside and available to talk when they can before and after school. Please do speak to 

us if you have any questions.  If you are unable to find the teacher you need, please contact the school office who 

will make arrangements for the teacher to call you at a mutually convenient time. Over half term, if you have 

any covid-related issues (isolating or test results) please email enquiries@hawkesbury.org.uk. 

Mike Riches 

Local Authority review 

Earlier this term, the school received a visit from two representatives from the local authority who were looking 

at the progress the school has made since its OFSTED inspection in September 2019. The visitors spoke to 

various members of staff, some children and some governors. They engaged in thorough questioning about the 

processes and systems that the school has in place to secure further improvement.  

The visit report recognised that the school had a clear and effective re-opening strategy in place. It also praised 

the work of our English and Maths subject leaders as well as our SENCO and the effective way in which they 

carry out their roles. Implementation of new measures such as our approach to teaching the curriculum were 

noted and will continue to be monitored over the course of the year. The school was informed that it 

continues to make clear and tangible progress since the OFSTED inspection.  

We were very pleased to receive recognition that the school continues to improve and that the impact on the 

children is positive. The main recommendations from the visit included continuing to closely monitor the quality 

of teaching at the school, updating our website to reflect the newly introduced curriculum approach and to 

continue to check on the progress of children with Special Educational Needs, particularly how well they are 

learning in the classroom.  

 



       

Curriculum 

During our OFSTED inspection last year, the inspectors commented that: 

Teaching in some of the foundation subjects, such as history, is not strong enough. Consequently, pupils are not 

secure in their learning and the ability to recall what they have been taught in these subjects. Leaders must make 

sure that learning is carefully planned and taught to ensure that pupils are able to know more and remember more. 

 

The school had identified this as one of its priorities prior to that point and spent time last year researching 

the best approach for the children at Hawkesbury and Iron Acton. As you will have seen in an earlier 

newsletter this term, we decided to adopt an enquiry based approach called Curious-City. On Wednesday 

of this week, a link was sent out (https://youtu.be/ellOuu5XoyY) to a video the teachers recently put 

together to provide more information about this approach. We hope you have managed to get the chance 

to look at this video and that you now know more about enquiry based learning and the states of being that 

the children will now be using to describe their learning.  

So far, we have been impressed with the way the children have taken on board this new approach and we 

are also confident that we have a curriculum which is organised appropriately and which will result in 

children being more secure in their learning. If you have any further questions about how this works please 

do ask your child’s class teacher. 

 

 Behaviour project 

We are confident that behaviour is a real strength of our school. Whilst we are not concerned about the 

standards of behaviour, we made the decision to take part in a local authority wide project which began last year 

which is designed to improve behaviour from a school’s individual starting point. You may remember hearing 

more about this from Mr Bryant earlier in the term in a previous newsletter. Mr Bryant is taking the lead on this 

for Hawkesbury.  

The project is based on a book that the staff read called ‘When the adults change everything changes’. The book 

contains a range of strategies which have been researched, tried and tested. This is why we have implemented 

some new approaches to managing behaviour and stopped using other strategies which have limited impact.  

You may have begun to hear the children talk about the recognition boards in their classrooms. This system 

replaces the happy and sad faces. You may also have heard them talk about our three rules: Be ready, Be 

respectful, Be safe. We have also been sending home a small number of positive notes which children have to 

really work hard to receive – the idea is for us to encourage children to go ‘above and beyond’. 

We will continue to keep you updated and will share our ‘behaviour blueprint’ next term – a document which 

summarises the main strategies we use to manage behaviour positively and effectively.  

Parent teaching meetings  

These will take place on Tuesday 10th November and Thursday 12th November. You will receive your 

appointment day and time by the end of this week. The day before your appointment you will receive a Teams 

invitation by email. Please do not click ‘accept this meeting’ but leave it in your inbox so that you can easily 

click on the link as soon as your appointment is due to start.  

Teachers will need to keep strictly to each 10 minute time slot and have been asked to end every meeting 

promptly. If you feel you have more to discuss and your meeting is coming to an end, please make alternative 

arrangements to continue discussions on an alternative mutually convenient date.  

 
Staffing update 

Mrs Journeaux continues to spend some time with her family so is unable to be in school. Miss Winchester 

(Apprentice Teaching Assistant) is leading Breakfast Club for us each day except Thursdays when she is in 

college. Mr Brown (one of our Cleaners and Lunch Break Supervisors) is leading Breakfast Club every Thursday. 

Mrs Gabb (Reading Assistant) will be taking on some of Mrs Journeaux’s Teaching Assistant hours from next 

term.  

 

https://youtu.be/ellOuu5XoyY


 

Dates for your diary 

Event Date and time Information 

First day of Term 2 02.11.20, 8.30am Current drop off arrangements 

continue. Robin Class to be 

collected at 2.30pm.  

Flu immunisations  06.11.20  

Parent teacher meetings  10.11.20 & 12.11.20 Appointments sent to parents this 

week; Teams invite sent one day 

before.  

Children in Need  13.11.20 Children will be invited to wear 

alternative clothing in return for a 

donation. More information will be 

shared nearer the time.  

Anti-bullying day  18.11.20 Children will take part in a range 

of activities to help them to deal 

with bullying.  

Book fair begins 03.12.20 The fair will last until 09.12.20. 

Nativity services  08.12.20, 1.15pm 

09.12.20, 9.00am 

A decision will be made nearer the 

time about how this will be shared 

with families.  

KS2 carol service  15.12.20, 5.00pm A decision will be made nearer the 

time about how this will be shared 

with families.  

Christingle service  18.12.20, 9.30am   

Final day of Term 2 18.12.20, 2.30pm  

Please note: these dates may be changed or cancelled if necessary. We will try to provide as much 

notice as possible if this is the case.  

Remembrance 

We have Poppies available to buy in school. They will be available throughout the first week back after half term. 

Children can take their donation into their classroom and they will be able to collect their poppy during the 

school day. 

 

From our PTA 

The Great Pumpkin Chase is proving to be really popular, and Gazette coverage is widening our reach.  

However, we really need your help to capitalise on it, raise as much as we can for the school, and 

give families a fun activity to do over half term.  

Please could you help by: 

 Telling your colleagues. If everyone is working from home, could you circulate the flyer via your 

intranet, department updates, or all-staff email? If your workplace is open, is there a noticeboard 

you could pin the flyer to?  

 Posting on social media. Please share the link to the Gazette coverage (below) on your 

facebook, twitter and instagram - it has all the details for entry.  

https://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/news/18805734.hawkesbury-uptons-great-pumpkin-chase-2020/ 

 Sharing with your networks. If you're a member of a local group, club, congregation or other 

network, please tell them all about it using the flyer or link as necessary.  

 Keeping your fingers crossed for dry weather over half term! 

Thanks for your help, from Caroline and the PTA committee. 

 

https://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/news/18805734.hawkesbury-uptons-great-pumpkin-chase-2020/

