
Dear Swallow Class Parents, 

Welcome back after the craziest six months. It’s been amazing to welcome you 

back to school and see so many familiar faces. Although the routines and 

structures may have changed our values have remained the same. It has been 

great to see the enthusiasm radiating from the children as they return to school 

and they’ve taken to our new routines with relentless vigour.  

This newsletter aims to welcome you back to Hawkesbury CE VC Primary and 

outline some of the changes to life in Swallow Class. I will also explain some of 

the changes to our curriculum, routines and important days of the week. 

Although we enter and exit school from a different location I am always there at 

the end of the day should you wish to discuss anything with me or can be 

reached by emailing the school enquiries address.  

Entry/exit 

For many in Swallow class our entry and exit is through the gate to the staff 

car park. This gate is opened at 8:20 and kept open until 8:40. If children have 

younger siblings in Robin or Wren class they are to enter school with them onto 

the playground and in via the door at the side of school. At the end of the day 

they will return to these doors ready for pick up.  

Washing hands 

In line with government guidance on COVID-19, Children are washing their hands 

more frequently. There is an expectation that children will wash their hands 

properly for at least 20 seconds when transitioning between different areas in our 

school. Please support us by reinforcing the importance of good hygiene to your 

children.  

Enquiries 

Following on from our OFSTED feedback last year, we are implementing a new 

curriculum across classes at Hawkesbury. This curriculum is known as “Curious 

City” and is an enquiry based curriculum. Children will engage in states of 

beings; such as author, geographer, engineer and philosopher, to unpick 

questions. The learning will be directed by the children with signposts for key 

curriculum objectives. The children will use their learning to complete a challenge 

before celebrating their learning.  

 

Reading books 

I am currently working to ensure all children have a reading book linked to their 

phonic reading level. This could be different from the level they were reading in 

March due to the amount of time away from school. I do not expect it to take 

long for the children to reacquire these skills and you can support at home by 

reading for 10 minutes every day using phonics to decode unfamiliar words. We 

aim to read with fluency at home only decoding when necessary. For those who 



have mastered phonic reading I am happy for them to read any book that excites 

their passion as a reader. Reading books are expected to be in school everyday 

alongside reading records. I will send out new reading books every Monday, for 

those reading our school reading books, expecting them back on Friday so they 

can be cleaned ready to go back out on Monday. For anyone struggling to find 

appropriate reading books I can recommend authors and titles.  

Homework + Spelling 

Homework jigsaw and spelling lists will be sent home this week. Homework is 

due in every Thursday and will be sent home on Friday. Children are able to 

choose which piece from the jigsaw they complete each week. Jigsaw pieces will 

now be named for their states of being, for example author, mathematician, 

scientist etc. Children will sit a baseline spelling test on Wednesday 9th September 

and their end of term test on Wednesday 21st October. 

PE 

This term all our PE will be on a Tuesday and Thursday. On Tuesday we will 

receive Cricket coaching and Thursday will be our regular Future Stars session. 

On PE days children need to wear their appropriate PE kits to school in the 

morning.  

Toast and Fruit 

Toast and fruit is available to all children in Swallow class at a cost of 10p per 

day and 20p per day respectively.  

Behaviour 

This year we have introduced a different approach to behaviour management 

known as “Better Behaviours”. The focus is on consistency across classes as 

well as vocabulary used within praise and interventions. Teachers will teach 

children expected behaviour working on 3 key rules. Children will have positive 

behaviour recognised in public with negative behaviour reprimanded in private. 

Children will no longer be rewarded with dojos or raffle tickets. Each class will 

have a positive recognition board with children aiming for their positive 

behaviour to be recognised in a given time frame. 

 

If you have any questions about the information please come to speak to me 

after school, or we can arrange a convenient time and date for a longer meeting. 

 

Kind regards 

Mr A Bryant 


