
 

 
HA WK CLASS 

AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear parents, 
 
It is so good to welcome everybody back after such a long time. Your children 
have settled remarkably well and we are looking forward to teaching them this 
year.  
 
Our teaching team for this year includes Mrs Tilsley, who will take the class on 
Monday, and Mr Riddington who will be with the children for the rest of the 
week. In addition, the Year 5s will be taught by Mr Shore on Thursdays and 
Fridays. We are delighted that Mrs Baxter and Mrs Journeaux will also have 
time with the class to support children with their learning. 
 
We are very mindful that our pupils have missed a considerable amount of 
school time last year and that – for a variety of reasons – they may have not 
done as much work as would normally happen in a Summer Term. For this 
reason, we are adapting our curriculum to ensure that the learners have the 
chance to ‘catch up,’ by focusing on key elements of the curriculum. 
 
ENQUIRIES 
We have adapted the way that we deliver the curriculum this year. Instead of 
teaching topics, we are now delivering enquiries. Children are encouraged not 
to think of the traditional subjects as English, Maths etc. Instead they should 
focus on the skills that they are using, thus considering themselves as 
authors, mathematicians, historians etc.  
 
Each enquiry focuses on a central question and requires a broad range of 
skills and knowledge across the curriculum in order to meet the challenge that 
is set at the end.  
 
This term’s enquiries are detailed in the curriculum overview that is attached 
to this newsletter. 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
Please could you ensure that homework is given in by Thursday each week. 
Hawk class will receive a homework jigsaw each term.  
 



Please allow time for your child to read for 20 minutes 5 times per week. They 
should also practise their maths using Times Tables Rock Stars and develop 
their spelling skills using the termly spelling lists. This will help develop fluency 
in key subject areas that will significantly help them in the classroom and – 
more importantly – the real world! 
 
The jigsaw pieces can be completed in the order of your child’s choice. The 
aim is for one piece per week. A routine of working somewhere quiet, using a 
pencil and sitting at a table is always a good idea. Homework can also be 
completed using a computer if you like. Do help your child with the homework 
if support is required. However, if they are able to complete tasks 
independently, encourage them to do so. Please don’t worry about homework 
and ask if things are unclear.  
 
 
READING 
Most children in Years 5 and 6 are able to read independently, but please do 
not leave them to it all the time! Research has shown that children who 
continue to have parental support with reading and comprehension can make 
better rates of progress. Please continue to read to your children as well: they 
will benefit from hearing stories that may be too challenging for them to read 
at present. Reading to them will also broaden their vocabulary. 
 
 
TIME FOR READING 
As is the case with the other classes in the school, we like to celebrate the 
reading that takes place at home. To do this we need your help. The children 
have all been given a reading record which needs to be completed whenever 
they have a reading experience at home. Many parents may find it hard to 
write down a comment each time their child reads. Please do not worry about 
this. All we need is a date and a signature to show that your child has been 
reading. For every date that is signed and dated by you, your child can add to 
our reading wallchart and be celebrated for achieving the termly target. 
 
 
SPELLINGS 
We will continue to send home spelling sheets that will need to be practised at 
home each term. Children who find spellings challenging will be sent spellings 
suited to their needs.  
 
 
P.E. 
P.E. will be taught on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Children should come to 
school on these days wearing their PE kits.  
Many of our PE sessions will be outside. For this reason, children should 
ensure that they are wearing appropriate clothing so that they are warm 
throughout the day.  
 
 
 



SATS 
We will keep you informed about next year’s exams and will have meetings as 
the year progresses. 
 
PLAY 
We are looking maintain our bubbles throughout the school day. This means 
that at break and lunch, we would like to use the whole outdoor area so that 
children have room to play. This means that we would want Hawk class to be 
on the field at times when it might be wet. For this reason, please ensure that 
your child brings a change of outdoor shoes so that they can go on the grass. 
 
Due to the constraints of Covid, Hawk class children will no longer be able to 
join children in other bubbles during wet play. In addition to giving pupils the 
option to draw and read in the library, we are planning to show children films 
at break. Many of the children have spoken with enthusiasm about the films 
that they have watched over the holiday and it is clear that watching U 
certificate films would not be popular anymore! We would like to show PG 
films to the children. Should you not wish your child to watch a PG film, please 
contact either ourselves or the school office by Monday 14th September. 
  
GET IN TOUCH 
If you have any queries, please get in touch. We are happy to contact you to 
discuss your child’s learning at the end of the school day. 
 
Mr Riddington and Mrs Tilsley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


