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12th June 2020 

School update 

The first 2 weeks with Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 back at school has gone incredibly smoothly. The staff team 

has been delighted to work with the children again and our risk assessment to keep the children safe is working 

well. We have received a large amount of positive feedback about the process for returning to school including 

the communication provided and I would like to say thank you to everyone for your comments and for 

supporting us with a positive partial reopening. It really does make a difference to us all to receive such a lot of 

encouragement at what has been a difficult time for everyone.  

We recognise that it may be difficult for those children and families who are not in the year groups who have 

been selected to come back yet. In addition, the government announced this week that there are no longer any 

plans to encourage all children to return during the summer term which we know may add further concern for 

many. We had begun to plan provision for each child before the end of the summer term but have now been 

advised not to do this by the Local Authority. We have, however, decided that we would like to invite each year 

group into school for a transition day during the final few weeks of term. Please find dates and more detailed 

information about this later in the newsletter.  

All families who are still at home should now have received a phone call from their child’s class teacher in the 

last week. We hope you found it helpful to be able to talk things through. Please do contact your child’s class 

teacher by email if you would like to discuss anything further about your child’s learning. We are also at the end 

of the phone if you need to discuss anything.  

The feedback we have received about the new approach to home school learning has been mixed with some 

very positive responses and some less so. We know that the new system may not suit everyone but we thank 

you for your understanding as it would be impossible for teachers to continue with the previous system now we 

have most Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children back at school. We will continue to review this as the term 

progresses. If you are finding things are becoming more challenging as time goes on, please rest assured that you 

are not the only one. We encourage you to continue to do what you can. It may also be worth looking at the 

BBC Bitesize resources which we know some have found helpful: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 

Unfortunately, we are unable to offer daily lessons to children using platforms Zoom or Microsoft Teams. This is 

in line with our other local schools none of which are providing direct online learning from school for those 

unable to attend.  

We have had an increase in requests for children to join our critical worker group. I am required to remind all 

families that this group is only to be used if it is absolutely necessary. The link below sets out which roles are 

classed as critical workers and school is now required to log any roles of those who do need to return outside 

of the permitted year groups: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-

educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

Federation with Iron Acton Primary School 

Along with this newsletter is a letter from the Governors at both Hawkesbury and Iron Acton explaining the 

outcome of the recent consultation on the federation. Please do take the time to read this through. Thank you 

to those who were able to respond to the consultation.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 
    
  

 

Reports 

During lockdown, teachers were busy writing end of year school reports. These will be distributed on Monday 

29th June. If there is anything you wish to discuss about your child’s end of year report, please do contact your 

child’s class teacher by phone or email. There is also a feedback form that you and your child may wish to 

complete and return to school.  

As you will imagine, we are unable to provide you with any specific attainment data this year. Instead, teachers 

have indicated whether they feel children would have been on track to meet expectations or whether they were 

working towards them or have exceeded them.  

 
Class organisation 2020-2021 

During the next academic year, classes will be organised as follows: 

Class Teacher Teaching Assistants 

Wrens Mrs Halstead (Mon – Weds) 

Mrs Wilson (Weds – Fri) 

Our teaching assistants work 

across a range of classes: 

Mrs Mockford 

Mrs Baxter 

Mrs Journeaux  

New apprentice TA 

Robins Mrs Wiggins  

Mrs Tilsley (Thursdays)  

Swallows Mr Bryant 

Mrs Tilsley (Weds pm) 

Hawks Mr Riddington (Tues – Fri) 

Mrs Tilsley (Mon)  

 

I am pleased to announce that Mr Bryant will be moving into Swallow Class this year and has the following 

message for you all: 

I am really excited for a new school year and THRILLED to be teaching in Swallow class. I have loved my time in Robin 

Class and KS1 and am looking forward to a new challenge teaching in KS2. This will be my sixth year teaching at 

Hawkesbury and my third year teaching many members of the class. I cannot wait to see what the new year has in store 

for us!  

Mr Riddington has a message for the children in Year 4 and 5:  

Hi everyone. I cannot wait to see you all in Hawk class in September after such a long time away from school! I am 

looking forward to seeing all the Year 5s return to the classroom and am equally delighted to know that I will be teaching 

the Year 4s, who I really enjoyed teaching last year. I am sure that we will have a very exciting year together. In the 

meantime, have a great summer.  

 

VE75 mugs 

We would like to thank Hawkesbury Parish Council for donating VE75 mugs to each child at school. These will 

be sent home to children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 over the next few days. Other children will receive 

theirs on their transition day or in September if they are unable to attend.  

Parent thanks 

We would like to say a huge thanks to the Danks family for clearing the bramble area near to the play equipment 

on the playground. They have done a magnificent job and the area has been transformed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer term transition arrangements  

Current year group  Staff Date Location 

Year 4 Mr Riddington (am) 

Mrs Tilsley (pm) 

23rd June  Breakfast club 

Year 5 Mr Riddington (am) 

Mrs Tilsley (pm) 

30th June  Breakfast club  

Year 3 Mr Bryant  1st July   Swallows 

Reception Mrs Wiggins  2nd July  Robins  

Year 1 Mrs Wiggins  2nd July  Robins  

Year 2 Mr Bryant 10th July  Swallows  

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will continue to be able to come to school during the transition days 

for other year groups. They will be based in the classroom which they are currently using. Children of critical 

worker families will work in Swallow Class or the breakfast club room with one of our teaching assistants.  

Children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 must come to school between 8.45am and 9.00am on their transition day. They 

must be picked up from the playground at and no earlier than 2.45pm. This will ensure there are not too many 

parents at school at the same time. A member of staff will be stood at the front gate to direct you.  

You can choose to provide a packed lunch for your child or they can have a school packed lunch. This can be 

ordered and paid for (if applicable) using the usual system.  

Children may return any reading books they have at home. They will be able to take a new set of reading books 

home.  

Children are encouraged to wear school uniform if it still fits. They will not need a PE kit or any other non-

essential belongings.  

Please rest assured that we have a range of infection control measures in place. All doors are currently wedged 

open to reduce the need to touch them. Cleaning of tables and resources takes place throughout the day. 

Children are required to wash their hands at key points during the day. Please note: in line with government 

guidance children are not expected to maintain strict social distancing; however, staff are now well equipped 

with strategies to reduce close physical contact when children are inside.  

If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to ask. 



 

 

 


