
 

 
HA WK CLASS 

AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear parents, 

 

It is with great pleasure that we write to you at the start of another year at 

Hawkesbury School. The class is amazing and are working so well together already. 

We are looking forward to working in partnership this year and are very much 

looking forward to the year ahead.  

 

Hawk class will have two teachers this year. Mrs Tilsley will take the class on 

Monday, whilst Mr Riddington will be with the children for the rest of the week. We 

are delighted that Mrs Baxter and Mrs Journeaux will also have time with the class to 

support children with their learning. 

 

 

TOPIC 

This term’s topic is called Horrible Histories. The first half of the term will look at 

the Vikings. The children will be learning about life in Viking times as well as 
understand their part in British history. They will be able to use their Design and 

Technology skills to create either a Viking longship or a longhouse. They will also 

create messages using Viking runes. The second half of the term will focus on 

Ancient Greece. We will have great fun reading and writing Greek myths as well as 

understanding the importance of Ancient Greece in our modern world.  

 

In Science, we will be studying animals, including humans. We will be looking at how 

humans develop into old age, the circulatory system and the impact of diet, exercise, 

drugs and lifestyle on the human body. 

 

 

HOMEWORK 

Please could you ensure that homework is given in by Thursday each week. 

Hawk class will receive a homework jigsaw each term.  

 

Please allow time for your child to read for 20 minutes 5 times per week as well as 

practise their Times Around the World target and spelling list. This will help develop 

fluency in key subject areas that will significantly help them in the classroom and – 

more importantly – the real world! 

 



The jigsaw pieces can be completed in the order of your child’s choice. The aim is 

for one piece per week. A routine of working somewhere quiet, using a pencil and 

sitting at a table is always a good idea. Homework can also be completed using a 

computer if you like. Do help your child with the homework if support is required. 

However, if they are able to complete tasks independently, encourage them to do 

so. Please don’t worry about homework and ask if things are unclear.  

 

 

READING 

Most children in Years 5 and 6 are able to read independently, but please do not 
leave them to it all the time! Research has shown that children who continue to have 

parental support with reading and comprehension, can make better rates of 

progress. Please continue to read to your children as well: they will benefit from 

hearing stories that may be too challenging for them to read at present. Reading to 

them may also broaden their vocabulary. 

 

Children should be reading at least 5 times a week. If you are having problems 

choosing a book to read, please get in touch. 

 

 

TIME FOR READING 

As is the case with the other classes in the school, we like to celebrate the reading 

that takes place at home. To do this we need your help. The children have all been 

given a reading record which needs to be completed whenever they have a reading 

experience at home. Many parents may find it hard to write down a comment each 

time their child reads. Please do not worry about this. All we need is a date and a 

signature to show that your child has been reading. For every date that is signed and 

dated by you, your child can add to our reading wallchart and be celebrated for 

reaching various milestones along the way. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

 

SPELLINGS 

We will continue to send home spelling sheets that will need to be practiced at 

home each term. Children who find spellings challenging will be sent spellings suited 

to their needs.  

 

 

MENTAL MATHS 

We will be having mental maths sessions in our classes, assisting children to develop 

their skills, so that they can have sound knowledge of the first 12 times tables. Year 

5s are recommended to be familiar with factors linked to the times tables and be 

able to recognise common factors of numbers, such as 49 and 56. They should also 

be able to identify prime numbers.  

 

Year 6 children should aim to perform 2 step mental calculations as well as be able 

to multiply numbers (including decimals) by 10, 100 and 1000. 

 

 

 

 



P.E. 

P.E. will be taught on Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons. Children should wear 

correct school kit ideally brought in on a Monday and taken home on a Friday. All kit 

should be named and kept in a clearly named kit bag. 

Children will need an indoor PE kit:  

 House/school t-shirt,  

 black or blue shorts/joggers and  

 daps/trainers.  

 

Children will also need an outdoor Games kit:  

 house/school t-shirt,  

 black or navy sweatshirt,  

 Blue/black jogging bottoms and  

 trainers.  

 

 

 

SATS 

We will keep you informed about next year’s exams and will have meetings as the 

year progresses. 
 

 

GET IN TOUCH 

If you have any queries, please get in touch. We are happy to set up meetings to 

discuss your child’s learning at the end of the school day. 

 

If you would like to come in and support children within the school, as a number of 

parents do, please get in touch. We really value your help. 
 

Mr Riddington and Mrs Tilsley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


