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Thank you all for such a warm welcome to Hawkesbury. It has been fantastic to get to know so many of 
you over the first few weeks of term. The children seem to have settled well and have made a very 
positive start to a new year, which is fantastic to see. We are pleased to be welcoming Wren class 
children full time from Monday.  
 
Now that the partnership with Iron Acton is fully under way, I aim to split my week so that I am at 
Hawkesbury on the following days: 

- Tuesday – all day 
- Friday – all day  
- Wednesday – half day 

This will be the usual routine but it may need to change occasionally to meet the needs of either 
school. I plan to be on the playground at the beginning and end of the school day so do let me know if 
you have any questions or would like to discuss anything about your child’s education.  
 
On the days I am not in, Mr Riddington will be on the playground to welcome you. If you need a 
message to be passed on to me on these days, it would be best to do so by email to the school office.  
 
Thank you, 
Mike Riches  
 
 Harvest 

 
This year’s Harvest celebration will take place on Friday 12th October, 9.30am at St Mary’s Church. All 
families are invited to join us for this event. Each class will share something Harvest related; we will 
also have the opportunity to join together to sing some harvest songs. The children will travel by coach 
to the church.  
There will be an opportunity to support two charities this Harvest: 
1. We are asking that you provide non-perishable goods on the day of the harvest festival to be 
donated to Yate Foodbank. There will be a table in the hall on which you can put any donations at the 
beginning of the school day. Please see https://yatechippingsodbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-
elp/donate-food/ for specific donation needs.  
2. We will also be supporting the NSPCC, who will be providing age appropriate workshops and 
assemblies for the children during the following week. Money will be raised by Hawk class who will be 
hosting a tea and cake sale on Friday 19th October at the end of the school day. We will be asking for 
donations for a raffle too – the prize will be the Harvest loaf baked by Jane in the school kitchen.  
More details to follow in the next newsletter.  
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Highlights from the first Full Governing Body (FGB) meeting of the 2018-19 school year 
 
Mike Riches Executive Head was welcomed to the first FGB under his leadership, alongside recently 
elected Parent Governor Iona Cooper; we all look forward to working with them both in coming 
months. 
 
This first FGB of the year is always packed with Policy review and approval; sweetened this evening by 
the welcome addition of tea and shortbread. 
 
Election of Chair of Governors - Mike Bendry 
Vice Chair of Governors - Ken Hull 
 
Setting out goals and the action plan for the forthcoming year the governing body have a significant 
work plan identified; central to this is communication with you and the wider school community.  This 
newsletter feature will continue, alongside the introduction of a governor Notice board accessible to 
all on route into school. We would welcome any suggestions as to how you would like to receive 
information from us. 
 
Mike Riches delivered an ambitious School Development Plan (SDP), ambitious both in content and in 
the creation of this plan in the short time frame since joining us at Hawkesbury Primary School. Core 
areas of the SDP include raising attainment throughout the school in Maths, which will be 
underpinned by robust monitoring processes to ensure standards improve. PSHE will significantly be 
supported by the introduction of the JIGSAW package, a resource to underpin the delivery of mental 
health, wellbeing and mindfulness throughout the school community. Partnership and the 
development of opportunities whilst working with the team from Iron Acton will feature strongly in 
the strategy moving forward, as the newly formed partnership develops. 
 
The meeting concluded by recognising Jemma Halstead’s significant contribution as Deputy Head and 
is noted by the Governing body, we would all like to wish her and her family well as she commences 
her maternity leave in coming weeks. 
 

Ken Hull on behalf of the governing body - 18/9/2018 

Football match 
 

Our first football match of the year will take 
place on Monday 1st October, 3.45pm at 
Hawkesbury. The match will be played against 
Iron Acton. All are welcome to come along and 
support.  

Parent feedback 
 

We will continue to provide parents with the 
opportunity to feedback on various aspects of 
school life through termly informal drop in 
sessions. These will take place in the staff room 
and are open to all parents.  
 
The first drop in will take place on Friday 19th 
October, 8.30am. The focus will be on the 
NSPCC workshops children have participated in 
and online safety.  
 
At the first set of parent teacher meetings in 
November, we will be inviting all parents to 
complete our annual questionnaire so that we 
can hear the views of as many parents as 
possible.  

Staffing update 
 

This Friday sees the first day of Mrs Halstead’s 
maternity leave. We are grateful to Mrs Halstead 
for all her hard work so far this term and would 
like to wish her well as she prepares for a new 
addition to the family. Mrs Wilson will be 
teaching Wren class full time during this 
academic year with Mrs Tilsley working with the 
class every Friday.  

 


