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Merry Christmas 
On behalf of all staff at Hawkesbury, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  
Thank you all for your support during a busy term. We have had many amazing events this term 
including our Nativity performance, Key Stage 2 performances, Christingle service and the Old Vic 
Theatre School performance more recently. Our Christmas lunch was a huge success, too – thank 
you to Jane and Allison for your hard work.  
I would also like to thank all of the wonderful staff at Hawkesbury for all of their hard work this 
term.  
I look forward to seeing you back at school in the New Year on Monday 7th January at 8.30am.  
Mike Riches 

Maths 
I have mentioned in several newsletters over the past few months that maths is a major area for 
development at the school this year. It forms a clear part of our school development plan and we 
are working closely with the Local Authority to make sure maths becomes a strength of the school 
over time. Both Mr Riddington, our maths leader, and our Governing body are closely monitoring 
maths and the impact that the school’s actions is having.  
Last week, the Government’s school performance tables were published and you may have seen 
that maths results at Hawkesbury for Key Stage 2 were not as strong as English or our Key Stage 1 
results. This was similar to a number of schools across South Gloucestershire and it is why we have 
chosen to make it such a significant focus this year.  
As part of this, Mr Riddington will be focusing on implementing a new approach to teaching and 
monitoring times tables in the New Year. A letter will be sent out in January to let you know about 
this. We are also looking to further develop rich and engaging opportunities to solve problems and 
reason mathematically. We will continue to send you updates to let you know of any other 
changes that are taking place.  
If you have any further questions please do speak to your child’s class teacher or to Mr Riddington 
or Mr Riches who will be happy to explain more.  
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