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OFSTED 

Thank you to everyone who came to last week’s meeting; we recognise, too, that many of you were unable to 

attend for various reasons. At the meeting, Rebecca Clark, made a note of the questions asked. These will be 

sent out to all parents as part of the first newsletter of next term along with answers which we hope you will find 

useful.  

I am very aware of the sense of frustration that was present at the meeting. I had hoped to share the actions 

that have already been taken and will be taken over the next few months as we move forward but the meeting 

did not allow for this in the end; I would like to reassure you that there are clear and carefully thought through 

actions being put in place, which include support from the Local Authority. The following are our key areas for 

improvement:  

- Improve the quality of teaching and organisation of reading 
- Continue to improve the quality of teaching for maths, focusing specifically on reasoning and problem 

solving  
- Review the provision for children with SEN 
- Evaluate the coverage and effectiveness of the wider curriculum 
- Improve governance, ensuring that questioning is robust and senior leaders are held to account for the 

performance of the school  
 

This term our SENCO, Mrs Wilson, has provided intensive support and training to all staff to ensure our plans for 

children with SEN are precise and utilised effectively in class. Next term, we will receive further support and 

training in this area from a highly respected external provider.  

We have also arranged for additional support to be provided for reading and maths in November. The maths 

support follows on from that received last academic year and which the OFSTED inspector recognised had had a 

positive impact. An in-depth reading review will pin point the areas of reading (including phonics) which need to 

change in order to improve. We will be looking at everything reading related from book changing routines to 

how phonics is taught through the school – no stone will be left unturned. We have also already changed our 

approach to guided reading and all children are now engaging in whole class focused sessions with new high 

quality resources.  

These are just some of the headlines; there are many other actions taking place to improve these areas and 

others too. As the year continues, we will receive frequent monitoring visits from the Local Authority, the first of 

which will focus on the progress made in the teaching of reading and maths. I am confident that the quality of 

teaching will be judged good by the end of the year and at our next inspection in 2 years’ time will recognise 

marked improvements overall.  

Whilst I recognise that the current situation is not good enough, we are positive about the future of the school. 

We really do need your support as we move forward. Relevant information will be communicated to you 

frequently; please do let school know your feedback on any changes we make. We will be organising more 

formal opportunities for you to feedback and to find out more. I will be available at parents’ evening next term 

so please do come and speak to me should you feel the need.  

Mike Riches 



 

Harvest 

Well done to all children for sharing so well at our Harvest service last week; it was good to see what you had 

learnt about this important part of the year. A particular mention is needed for Wren Class who took part in their 

first performance at Hawkesbury School – well done to all of you. Thank you to all families who were able to join 

us – it makes a huge difference having you with us at our church services so please do keep coming along when 

you can. Thank you for all donations for the foodbank; these have now been delivered and gratefully received.  

The next service will take place on Wednesday 18th December at 9.30am and will be a Christingle and Carol 

service.  

Sporting news 

Well done to our Year 3 and 4 children who represented the school so well at last week’s dodgeball competition 

at KLB. Hawkesbury children played well and won! Further sporting events will be organised, including against 

Iron Acton, for next term.  

Reception admissions 2020 

We are currently receiving a large amount of interest in spaces for Reception 2020. Applications are already 

being made and we have shown 12 families around the school in the past week with several more opportunities 

planned. If you know of anyone else who is interested please do ask them to make an appointment with the 

school office. When you are ready to make your application, this will need to be done through the South 

Gloucestershire site: https://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-education/school-

admissions/primary-school-admissions/  

Residential 

We are seeking your views about potential future changes to our Year 5/6 residential visit. We would like to 

know whether this should continue as an opportunity for both year groups or should be reserved just for Year 6 

children. All parents are invited to follow the link (the link may display a Microsoft alert but this can be overcome 

by copy & pasting the link if needed) and fill in the survey to give us your 

views:https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XRGYV67  

PTA support 

School would like to say a huge thank you to financial support recently provided. This has been used to fund a 

new set of mobile technology devices (iPads or other provider) and a new set of tables and additional furniture 

for Hawk Class. Without this support, we would have been unable to update these important parts of the 

school’s work.  

 One You website 

South Gloucestershire Council has asked schools to make families aware of the One You website: 

https://mailchi.mp/cc1cb836a211/update-from-the-one-you-south-gloucestershire-team?e=3c8a7e51b0  

One You South Gloucestershire is a healthy lifestyles and wellbeing service for adults to help make important, 

lasting improvements to their health and is for all adults over the age of 18 who are South Gloucestershire 

residents or registered with a GP practice in South Gloucestershire.  

 

Secondary school applications 

The deadline for secondary school applications is 31st October. Please make sure you have submitted these by 

this date to have a chance of getting your first choice of secondary school.  

 

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-education/school-admissions/primary-school-admissions/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-education/school-admissions/primary-school-admissions/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XRGYV67
https://mailchi.mp/cc1cb836a211/update-from-the-one-you-south-gloucestershire-team?e=3c8a7e51b0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A Governor Update: 

 Standards of Teaching and Learning Committee (STL) feedback, 15/10/2019 

 Terms of reference were amended with a responsibility of the STL committee to ensure a rapid 
improvement in outcomes. 

 Monitoring schedule of key subject areas was agreed for the forthcoming year, including the new area of 
Curriculum development, 1 of the key focus areas for this coming year. 

 A Governor reporting time frame of 2 weeks was agreed, this means that a report will be generated 
within 2 weeks of a governor attending school for monitoring of a designated area, the report is then 
shared for the attention of the wider governing body. This is then discussed at a subsequent STL or Full 
Governor meeting - whichever date falls first. 

 Mr Riches presented the action plan following the OFSTED report, details to be shared with parents 
when providing feedback from the ‘OFSTED meeting’. 

 Data was discussed in detail and there will be an increased focus on sharper questioning to ensure 
progress is as good as it should be.  

 Attendance, overall pupil attendance is slightly behind the school target of 97%, although remains ahead 
of the South Gloucestershire Local authority average. 

 Governor training needs were assessed earlier this year, this will enable individual governors to access 
focused training where required. It is also proposed to enlist the support of South Gloucestershire 
Governor services to provide bespoke training for the governors as a whole on ‘Effective Monitoring’. 

Ken Hull, committee chair 

 
Outdoor learning day 

Our next outdoor learning day will take place on 

Friday 25th October. We try to embed outdoor 

learning in many areas of our curriculum but we think 

it works well to have set outdoor learning days 

throughout the year.  

As long as we don’t have heavy rain all day, the aim is 

for all children to be outside all day. Please do ensure 

your child has wellies / spare trainers and a coat in 

school for this.  

HUGL (Hawkesbury Upton Group Learning) week 

Our first HUGL week will take place during the first 

week of next term. All children, except Wren Class, 

will take part.  

There will be a history focus and the week will begin 

with a visit from the Explorer Dome on Monday 4th 

November. Children will be split into their groups 

from Tuesday to Thursday.  

Last newsletter this term 

This is the last newsletter of the term. Next Friday is 

the last day of term so we all wish you a happy half 

term. School begins again on Monday 4th November. 

Please note: school begins at 8.30am so please arrive 

on time to give your child the best start to the day. 


