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Celebration services 

This terms celebration services will take place as 

follows: 

6th December/20th December 

Please come along to the hall at 2pm as we join 

together to celebrate the children’s learning.  

 Reading information session 

Many thanks to all the parents who recently attended our reading presentation and class visits last week. Mr 

Riddington led a session explaining some of the changes we have made and will make to our reading approach 

as a result of a recent reading audit that took place. There was also an opportunity to see the very early stages of 

a whole class or group reading session taking place in classrooms.  

The main points from the presentation were as follows: Mr Riddington explained that the school has bought a 

new set of decodable books that will be used principally by the infants. He also talked about our recent reading 

audit that has enabled the school to enhance its teaching of reading and phonics. Parents were given the 

opportunity to see how reading is taught in the classroom. Mr Bryant, Mr England and Mr Riddington 

demonstrated how our new reading resource, Cracking Comprehension, was being used to develop key skills. 

 

Church schools inspection 

Last Thursday our 5 yearly church schools inspection 

took place. We hope that the report will be published 

and ready to share by the end of term. We are hugely 

grateful to the two parents who were able to come 

and speak to the inspector about the school.  

Football match 

Well done and congratulations to all of the fantastic 

football players who played against Iron Acton last 

week on a very dark and wet day. The score was 2-0 

to Hawkesbury.  

Maths 
 

We have recently been receiving support from an 
external maths advisor who has introduced a new 
approach to teaching number work called Number 
Talk. All teachers have now seen this in action and are 
implementing it every day. The aim is to develop 
proficiency in using number with confidence which 
builds important skills and fluency.  
The maths adviser also led staff training for all staff at 
both Hawkesbury and Iron Acton to support us as we 
continue to improve our maths provision.  

Christmas tree 

You may notice over the next few days a large 

Christmas tree outside the front of the school 

building. A huge thank you to Caroline Pederick and 

Adam Sage for sourcing this for us and making the 

school look more ready for Christmas.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Christmas Fair – this Saturday at 11am  

WANTED! New and as-new items for the secret gift shop at the Christmas Fair, Sat 7 Dec!  
 
At the fair children can choose and buy small ‘secret’ gifts for loved ones for £1. They even have the presents 
wrapped by our elves! 
 
We’re seeking unwanted gifts and unused items to stock the shop! Smellies, nick-nacks, scarves, socks, bags, 
books, puzzles, small toys, candles ... you name it, we’ll take it! We tend to have a shortage of items suitable for 
dads and grandads, so menfolk please have a rummage!  
 
Donations of Christmas wrapping paper will also be gratefully received.  
 
Please drop items off at the school office no later than Friday 6 December. Any questions, just ask Jane (Hattie 
yr3) or Floss (Leo yr1) 

Dates and events for this term 

Event Date Time Comments 

Book fair 09.12.19 
10.12.19 
11.12.19 

8.30am 
2.30pm 
2.30pm 

 

PTA Christmas Fair 07.12.19 11am – 1pm  See above information  

Reception / KS1 Nativity 10.12.19 
11.12.19 

1.30pm 
9.00am 

 

KS2 performance  17.12.19 1.15pm 
6.00pm 

 

Christingle service 18.12.19 9.30am All families are welcome 
to attend.  

Christmas lunch 18.12.19 12.00pm  

Christmas jumper day 20.12.19 All day  In aid of Winston’s Wish  

Last day of Term 2 20.12.19 All day  

First day of Term 3 06.01.20 All day   
All of these dates are also available on the calendar on the website.  

Any additional information or further dates will be notified to you with as much notice as possible.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium funding 

Did you know - just by registering your child for free school meals means the school gets extra 

money? 

For every child registered Hawkesbury CE VC Primary School gets £1,320 this year. 

With this money we could give extra support to your child in the areas that would help the most.  

Please register before Christmas to make sure your child and others in their class don’t miss out.  

How does it work? 

1. First, check if you qualify – it is not just if you are unemployed 

2. Registering is really quick and easy – if you think you qualify you can apply online at 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/advice-and-benefits/benefits/free-school-meals/  or contact the school 

office and we will help you to register. 

3. If you want your child to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s 

    great – they will get the free meal (saving you more than £430 a year in Key Stage Two) 

4. If you don’t want your child to have the school meals they can continue as normal – as long as you 

qualify and are registered, the school still gets £1,320 extra. 

No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming.  

Please talk to the school office about registering your child today. 

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/advice-and-benefits/benefits/free-school-meals/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

DOGS ON SCHOOL SITE   

Whilst we appreciate that some parents often combine walking their dogs when dropping off and collecting 

their children, others - particularly younger children - may find the presence of dogs (especially when left 

unattended) stressful and frightening; eve n well‐behaved dogs can behave unpredictably when placed in a 

busy, noisy and crowded environment.  

We would remind you that the dog owner/handler is responsible for the animal at all times and 

must take responsibility in the event of any harm or damage caused accidentally or otherwise.   

We would therefore request that:  

- dogs are not brought into the p layground at any time;  

- they are kept on a lead at all times and;  

- any mess is cleaned up by the owner immediately  

  

If you are unable to stay with your dog, you should ensure that it is left securely tied up well away from the 

entrance/exit gates or any areas where children might walk past and that they are left unattended for the 

minimum time possible.  

IMPORTANT: Due to the age of our downpipes at the front of the school, please do not tie dogs up to them 

and instead use the railings beyond the office (on the other side of the ramp and not on the path leading to 

the office).  

DOG SAFETY RULES  

We will periodically remi nd the children of the following dog safety rules: -  

- never touch a dog that is left alone  

- do not run or shout around a dog  

- always walk past a dog calmly  

- always ask the owner before approaching any dog  

We recommend that you also acquaint your ch ild(ren) with these rules from time to time  


