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3rd April 2020 

Easter greetings from all the staff at Hawkesbury 

As Easter gets ever closer and today is the final day of Term 4, we would like to wish all of our families a very 

happy Easter. Today would have been our Easter service but instead, Reverend Richard Thomson has kindly put 

together some words of encouragement for all of us. Some of the children from Swallows Class have also sent in 

prayers to help us remember this very important time of year. These can all be found at the end of this 

newsletter.  

School is now closed to all children. Thank you to any key worker families who were able to make alternative 

arrangements. Please do let us know if any of this changes as we are currently opening Iron Acton School and can 

support there if required.  

We are currently looking to set up a way to share a weekly assembly with you so we can continue to bring the 

school together even whilst we are closed. We will let you know when this is ready.  

Learning at home 

Most children have now managed to access Google Classroom. We realise there were a few log on issues to 

begin with. Thank you to Mr Bryant (and Miss Abley at Iron Acton) who has worked incredibly hard to get these 

sorted. If you are yet to log on please do let Mr Bryant know using his email address: 

alec.bryant@hawkesbury.org.uk   

Please do keep in touch with your child’s class teacher through Google Classrooms or using their email address. 

They will be able to help with any issues that may arise. If it all gets too much, please don’t worry about getting 

the activities completed. These are designed to help keep learning going whilst at home but we wouldn’t want 

anything to cause any extra stress for any of our families.  

When the children return to school, we will spend a good amount of time finding out where they are in their 

learning so we can fill any gaps in the curriculum that haven’t been covered yet and get them ready to move on 

as soon as they are able to do so. In the meantime, anything you are able to do will make a difference, no matter 

how small it may seem - thank you for all you are doing.   

Please note: we will not be setting any work over the Easter holidays so that we can make sure you and the 

teachers have a chance to relax and take a break. Work will be made available again after the two week break.  
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Building improvements 

You may have seen the old classroom at the back of school recently being removed. This was a very exciting 
moment in our new classroom project. Work has paused for the time being but we hope it will start again as 
soon as the lockdown measures are relaxed.  
 
We are making the most of the quiet Easter holidays by carrying out some redecoration. Children in Golden 
Eagles class will return to a newly decorated classroom. There are several other areas of the school which will 
look much improved when you return.  

 

 Safeguarding 

One of our main purposes as a school remains working alongside families to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
every child. If you have any concerns at all about the safety or wellbeing of a child or family please contact Mr 
Riches or Mr Riddington as soon as you can by email so that we can provide the right support.   
ed.riddington@hawkesbury.org.uk 
mike.riches@hawkesbury.org.uk  
 
There is also a wealth of information on websites such as the NSPCC which may be able to help: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/  

Food vouchers 

If your child receives free school meals (excluding universal infant free school meals) due to your financial 
circumstances, you will be entitled to food vouchers to cover the cost of your child’s lunches for 5 days each 
week. You should have received information about this from Mrs Brumpton but if you have not or if you have 
any questions, please contact the school office.  
 
We also have vouchers for the Yate and Chipping Sodbury foodbank. Please contact the school office by email to 
discuss this confidentially if you feel this may apply to you.  
 

Year 5/6 residential  

We have been in contact with The Wilderness who are providing this year’s residential trip. If school remains 
closed when the residential was due to take place, the visit will clearly not be able to go ahead. In this case, we 
will postpone the visit to a similar date next year. If your child is in Year 6, you will receive a full refund from the 
school. If your child is in Year 5, we will carry your payments over to next year. We will begin the payment 
process for those who are new to Year 5 in the autumn term.  
 
Please contact the school office if you have any questions about this.  

Staffing update 

As you may already be aware, today is Mr England’s final day at Hawkesbury. Please join me in wishing Mr 
England well as he moves on to new things. We are incredibly grateful to him for working exceptionally hard over 
the past few years. The children were able to say goodbye to Mr England during our talent show on the last day 
of term. We will be recruiting a new teacher shortly after the Easter holidays to begin in September.  
 
Over the next few weeks, Mr Ben Brown who teaches Year 3/4 at Iron Acton will be setting the work on Google 
Classrooms. He will be keeping in touch with children in exactly the same way that Mr England will have been. 
We ask that you use this as an opportunity to talk to your child about the importance of being careful who we 
speak to online. I would like to reassure you and them that in this case they are safe! 
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An Easter message from Reverend Thomson 

May I wish you and your family a holy and happy Easter.  

 

We remember that before we get to the great joy of Easter, comes the painful cross of Good Friday. 

On the cross, Jesus destroyed everything that is bad. That is everything that stops us from living a real life with true 

joy.  

 

In these uncertain times when we are all unable to get out and enjoy life, we have a choice. 

 

Either we can mope and sit around or we can use this time to do something useful and worthwhile.  

 

Jesus died to give us life. So let us use this time wisely.  

And most important of all, let us not forget to pray, especially on Easter Sunday! 

 

Have a happy Easter. 

 

Richard Thomson, Vicar 

 

An Easter prayer from Tom (Year 3) 

Father, we thank thee for the night, 

And for the pleasant morning light; 

For rest and food and loving care, 

And all that maqkes the day so fair. 

Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do, in work or play, 

To grow more loving every day.  

 

A prayer from Jazzy (Year 4) 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for forgiving our sins and reminding us Easter is not all about chocolate eggs. All 

year round we thank you for everything you have done. But at Easter help us feel a 

powerful bond of love between you, Jesus and us and thank you for sacrificing your son`s 

life to take away our sins. Also let us embrace your love at Easter. Please be with those who 

are ill and those who are on their own. 

Amen 

 

 



 

 

A prayer from Charlie (Year 3) 

 

  



 

A prayer from Maisie (Year 4) 

 


